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6.30pm

Gates open

7.30pm

BBC Big Band with Elaine Delmar
8.45pm

-Humphrey Lyttelton and his Band take the stage
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BBC Big Band with Elaine Delmar
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Sensational firework display by
Kimbolton Fireworks

The Performers

BBC Big Band

The BBC Big Band dates back to the early 60’s, and while the band has
appeared on many different BBC Radio 2 shows, it was arguably its
weekly showcase ‘Big Band Special’ which finally established the band’s
current reputation as the finest of its type in Europe; the show
celebrated its 500th edition in February 1990.

Perhaps the greatest attraction of the band is its extremely wide-ranging
repertoire; the BBC Big Band can also boast a comprehensive library of
scores written exclusively for it by top writers. The Band regularly
performs throughout the UK, Europe and the United States.

Elaine Delmar

Renowned for her classic interpretations of the great American
songwriters such as Gershwin and Cole Porter, Elaine Delmar initially
attained fame with her performances in Bubbling Brown Sugar in
London’s West End, followed by appearances on Broadway and
numerous tours on several continents. Her latest CD, ‘S"Wonderful’, was
recorded live at Ronnie Scott’s in London.

Humphrey Lyttelton and his Band

Humphrey Lyttelton formed his first jazz band in 1948 after spending a
year with George Webb’s Dixielanders, a band that pioneered New
Orleans style jazz in Britain. In 1949 he signed a recording contract with
EMI, and in the same year accompanied Sidney Bechet in an historic
session.

Today Humph is busier than ever. His Band still tours regularly, and
every Monday night for the past two decades has found him in the 9pm
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slot on BBC Radio 2, presenting ‘The Best of Jazz . Nowadays when
people say “I enjoy your radio show...” they are as likely to mean the
zany panel game ‘I'm sorry I haven't a clue’, in which he has played the
role of reluctant Chairman for twenty years. As a journalist his articles
on everything from food to Fats Waller appear regularly in Punch and
The Field magazines, amongst others. He has written several books and
over 120 original compositions for his Band.

Humphrey Lyttelton celebrates over forty-five years as a bandleader with
a seven piece line-up that many regard as the very best of his career. Its
hallmark is versatility, reflected not only in a repertoire which ranges
from early traditional through to the moderns by way of Ellington, Basie
and other giants of the swing era, but also in the range of artists which it
regularly accompanies on disc or in special presentations.
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